
When I was eighteen I wanted to be … a football player for Real Madrid.

If I could be described as an animal it would be … a fighting bull.

My favorite saying is … “D�jalo de mi mano!” (I�ll take care of it).

If I could be any age I would be … 20, on a Saturday night.

My favorite way to spend a holiday is … traveling with my family to somewhere as far away as
possible.

The secret of being a successful scientist is … working hard and looking ahead.

My favorite name reaction is … the Diels–Alder reaction.

The most important thing I learned from my students is … how important simple things are.

My favorite painters are … Francisco de Goya and Cecilia Gim�nez (the amateur artist who restored
the Ecce Homo fresco in Borja).

My favorite band is … The Beatles.

The greatest scientific advance of the last decade was … the draft sequence and analysis of the human
genome.

My favorite drink is … a caipirinha.

My 5 top papers:

1. “Synthesis, Separation, and Characterization of the
Topoisomers of Fused Bicyclic Subphthalocyanine
Dimers”: C. G. Claessens, T. Torres, Angew. Chem.
2002, 114, 2673 – 2677; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2002, 41,
2561 – 2565. (The synthesis and characterization of
novel subphthalocyanine dimers.)

2. “Synthesis, Characterization and Properties of Sub-
porphyrazines: A New Class of Nonplanar, Aromatic
Macrocycles with Absorption in the Green”: M. S.
Rodr�guez-Morgade, S. Esperanza, T. Torres, J.
Barber�, Chem. Eur. J. 2005, 11, 354 – 360. (The first
description of a subporphyrazine.)

3. “Covalent and Noncovalent Phthalocyanine – Carbon
Nanostructure Systems: Synthesis, Photoinduced Elec-
tron Transfer, and Application to Molecular Photo-
voltaics”: G. Bottari, G. de la Torre, D. M. Guldi, T.
Torres, Chem. Rev. 2010, 110, 6768 – 6816. (An exhaus-
tive review featuring, among other examples, our work

in phthalocyanine-based donor – acceptor ensembles
during the preceding ten years.)

4. “Triflate-Subphthalocyanines: Versatile, Reactive
Intermediates for Axial Functionalization at the
Boron Atom”: J. Guilleme, D. Gonz�lez-Rodr�guez,
T. Torres, Angew. Chem. 2011, 123, 3568 – 3571; Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 3506 – 3509. (A general
method for the functionalization of the axial position
of subphthalocyanines.)

5. “Carboxyethynyl Anchoring Ligands: A Means to
Improve the Efficiency of Phthalocyanine-Sensitized
Solar Cells”: M.-E. Ragoussi, J.-J. Cid, J.-H. Yum, G.
de la Torre, D. Di Censo, M. Gr�tzel, M. K. Nazeer-
uddin, T. Torres, Angew. Chem. 2012, 124, 4451 – 4454;
Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2012, 51, 4375 – 4378. (The
design and synthesis of very efficient phthalocyanines
for molecular photovoltaics.)
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